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INTRODUCTION 
In ~une, 1949 the General Court of Massachusetts 
passed a law requiring that Local History· and Government 
be taught in Public High Schools. This history of the 
government of Lowell, Massachusetts has been written with 
the above law in mind. 
In many schools throughout our country local history 
and government are required in courses of study. They 
are taught at different grade levels in many communities. 
American History classes can be made more colorful 
by integrating the local and the national history. The 
study of local history and government requires research 
on the part of the teacher and the student. No textbooks 
are available. The teacher will have to search oa~ early 
town records, early newspapers, local histories, state 
and county histories. 
This paper could be put into the hands of students 
at Junior High school level. 
The material in the appendices of this paper is not 
intended for study. It is contained here so that it will 
be available to students for reading purposes. 
1. 
CHAPTER ONE 
When the Merrimack River was discovered by Samuel 
de Champlain in the year 1605, the place where Lowell now 
stands was the principal meeting place of' the Pawtucket I 
11 . 
or Pennacook Indians. This tribe or conf'ederation of 
tribes was among the f'oremost in New England and had a 
p:>pulation of' about 3000 people~-~-~itory ;;·thi'~-- ... 
conf'ederacy stretched f'rom the Penobscet River to the 
Connecticut River, including the whole of' New Hampshire, 
a part of' Massachusetts, and a part of Maine. The tribes 
making up this confederacy lived, when at home, in se~a­
rate villages under their local chief's. Every good f'ish-
ing ground was the site of one of' these villages, the 
population of' which ranged f'rom f'ifty to three hundred 
Indians. The place where Lowell now stands attracted 
more of' the Indian population. It was not an unusual 
sight to see thousands of Indians encamped here during 
the spring catching their annual.supply of fish. This 
region also contained two or more Villages of' more. 
Charles Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers 
of.the Region of' Lowell, (Lowell: Stone and Huse, 
1862}' p. l. 
I e 
' 
permanent inhabitants, one at the Pawtucket Falls and y 
another at Wamesit Falls. 
I This territory offered as many attractions to the 
I jindians 
I 
f today. 
1 
as Lowell presents te the builders of industry 
f of corn. 
The fertile soil gave the Indians excellent crops 
The hunting grounds round about were filled with 
! 
~ 
game. The rivers swarmed with sturgeon, salmon, shad, and 
alewives. Next to the Falls of Amoskeag the Falls of Paw-
tucket were the most noted for fishing facilities on the 
Merrimack River. The upper Merrimack River and the 
Musketaquid (Concord) River reached into the interior, 
,while the lower Merrimack was a safe and convenient channel 
'to the sea. Its geographical position added to its im-
portance. 
The Pa~~ucket Tribe was in divisions which had names 
according to the localities in which they lived. The 
names were the Nashaways, the Piseataways, the Pennacooks, 
the Pawtuckets, and the Wrunesits. All divisions were under 
~ 
the authority of one Sachem. 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of the 
Region of Lowell, p. 1. 
Sara Swan Griffin, Little Stories About Lowell, 
(Lowell: Butterfield Printing Company, 1928), p. 8 • 
. ~ 
The Indian village or Wamesit which included all of 
what is now Lowell, except Centralville and Pawtucketville, 
was rich in fertile lands. One or the most fertile corn-
fields, belonging to the Wamesits, spread over Belvidere 
and to the land across the Concord River near what is now 
Lawrence and Wamesit Streets. 
Another of the Wamesit villages was on the South 
Common. Near the Eliot Congregational Church, named for 
John Eliot, missionary to the Indians, stood once a log 
cabin where the Indian preacher called Samuel taught his 
crude ideas of the Christian God in weekly meetings. 
Here John Eliot preached to the Indians. 
Passaconaway, ~he Great Sachem, had his permanent 
residence at Pennacook, New Hampshire. From here he ruled 
all the divisions of his tribe with severity, demanding 
1±1 
rigorous obedience. 
The rirst Englishman to whom the existence of the ,,_\ 
He ''
\/, Merrimack River became known was CaFtain John Smith. 
explored and mapped the whole coast of New England from '7 
the Penobscot River to Cape Cod, and learned of the ex- \ 
istenee or the Merrimack River rrom the Indians in l6l4.~ 
---' 
1±1 Griffin, Little Stories About Lowell, p. ~e 
I 
Within a few years after Smith's visit a regular traffic 
was opened with the Indians. Blankets, hatchets, kettles, 
and trinkets were bartered for fish, fowl, berries, 
2.1 baskets, and furs. 
Passaconaway probably became the chief of the Paw-
tuckets soon after the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. 
In 1623 Captain Christopher Leavitt visited the neighbor-
ing coast and saw an Indian chief who was probably Passa-
---~-·--
conaway. On May 17, 1629, Passaconaway sold to J"ohh · .." 
Wheelright all the land lying between the Piscata~ua River )1 
and. the Merrimack River, by a deed which is still pr,e-.;;-·-·-·/ 
,Y 
served. in the office of the Secretary of State.(· The deed 
bears, beside the mark of Passaconaway, the marks of 
several chiefs, Who acknowledged allegiance to him., and 
among these was Runnawit, who was at the time the local 
chief of what is now Lowell. 
A good understanding seems to have existed between 
Passaconaway and the white settlers from the first. In 
the first years of the history of the colonies the Indians 
were treated as independent nations; but in 1644, the 
settlers proceeded. by diplomacy to reduce the various 
if Cowley, Memories of the Indians and. Pioneers of the 
Region of Lowell, p. 5. 
' 
5 •. 
i 
j 
chiers to the rank or justices or the peace under 
colonial authority. The year before the project was 
attempted, the colony was divided into counties. In 
1643, Middlesex County contained eight to~mS;-Charlestown, 
Cambridge, Watertown, Sudb~ry, Concord, Woburn, Medrord, 
and Reading. Among the rirst that submitted to the arrange-
ment was the chief of the Pawtuckets. This agreement, 
bearing l?'assaconaway' s 'mark and the mark of his son, 
Nahnanacommoek, is still preserved among the Archives in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. As it 
is the oldest document in existence relating to the regien 
of Lowell, it is quoted here in full: 
Indian Treat_y 
At a generall court held at 
Boston the 12 day of ffourth moneth 
(~une} 1644 Passaconaway, Nahnancommock, 
did voluntarilie submitt themselves to 
us, as appeareth by their Covenant sub-
scribed by theire own hands heire follow-
ing and other articles to which they con-
sented. We have and doe by theise prsents 
voluntarilie and without any constraint or 
psusaion, but of our owne free motion put 
ourselves or subiects Lands and estates 
under the Govenmit and ~urisdiction of the 
Massachusetts to be governed and protected 
by them, according to their Just Lawes or 
orders so farre as we shall be made capable 
of understanding them. And we do promise 
for orselves and all or subiects and all 
our posteritie to be true and faithful ta 
1 ~.l.'. 
, .. :t 
r 
the said Govrmt and ayding to the main-
tenance thereor to or best abilitie, And 
rrom tyme to tyme to give s~eedy notice 
of any cons~iracie attem~t or evill in-
tention of any whch we shall know or 
heare of against the same and we do ~romise 
to be willing from tyme to tyme to be in-
structed in the knowledge and worship of 
God. In witness whereof wee have heereunto 
put or hands the day and year above written.&/ 
(the mark of 
Nahnanacomm.ock} 
~ .. 
(the mark of 
Passaconaway) 
The Indians ke~t the promise which they made in this 
treaty. Before the end of the year 1644 several other 
chiers made agreements with the colonial government which 
were much like that which Passaconaway had made. They 
also agreed to let white missionaries come to te.aeh their 
children. That rall the government of Massachusetts 
~assed a law ordering each county court to see that the 
Indians living in the county "should be civilized and in-
1/ 
structed in the knowledge and worship or God." 
In 1647, the Reverend John Eliot, the ffApostle to the 
Indians", made his first visit to this place accom~anied 
y 
11 
Massachusetts Archives, Volume 30, p. 3. 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and P·ioneers or the 
Region or_Lowell, p. 7. 
by Captain Simon Willard and other rriends of both races. 
At that time Passaconaway left the place and would not see 
him. Eliot's second visit to this spot was in the spring 
of 1648. At this time he found many Indians engaged in 
rishing and in festivities. Finding excellent opportunities 
for his ravorite work, he remained here many days, preach-
ing ~nd converting. Passacenaway and his two sons listened 
and were deeply impressed with the truth of his words. On 
visiting this place the following spring Passaconaway asked 
Eliot to come and live with the Pawtuckets and be their 
teacher. Eliot could not do this but he said: 
---''truly my heart much yearneth 
toward them, and I have a great 
desire to make an Indian towne 
that way."Y 
On May 26, 1647 the General Court established monthly 
courts in those villages which were visited by Eliot or 
other Indian missionaries. The chiefs were made judges 
ror less important trials, both civil and criminal; their 
powers being the same as those of the justices or the 
peace. An Indian police force was also established to 
serve warrants and summonses, to execute generally the 
§) 06~ey, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of the 
Region of Lowell, p. 9. 
8. 
AI-.,. 
orders and judgments of these Indian Courts. Once in 
three months one of the magistrates or judges of the 
colony visited each of these villages and in connection 
with the local Indian judges held what may be called a 
county court for the Indians. These colonial and Indian 
magistrates also led the way in the general civilization 
of the people over whom they had charge. ~ 
In 1652 Captain .Simon Willard and Captain Edward \ 
\ 
johnson, under a commis£ionfrom the colonial government, 
ascended the Merrimack River in a boat and surveyed the 
21 .. --
valley as far north as Lake Winnepesaukee. /This same 
( 
year about twenty persons from Woburn and Concord pe-
titioned the General Court for liberty to examine a tract 
' 
of land lying on the west side of the Concord River. 
Having made the necessary examination, in company with 
about twenty others, they presented a petition in 1653 for 
a grant of land bordering on the Merrimack River near Paw-
tucket. In their petition they said that 
2.1 
---ffther-e is a comfortable place 
to accomoda~e a company of God's 
people upon, who may ~dth God's 
blessing, do good in that place 
for church and state1:~ 
Charles Cowley, History o'f Lowell, 
and Shepard, 1868), p. lB. 
(Boston: Lee 
9. 
i They requested that the boundary of land should start at 
I 
the junction of the Merrimack and Concord Rivers, and run 
l 
six miles test on the Merrimack, and six miles south on 
the Concord, making a tract of about thirt1-six square 
10/ ' . 
- I miles. The tract petitioned for included what now con-
stitutes Lqwell and Chelmsford. 
About 1 the same time a petition was pres en ted to the 
General Court by the Reverend John Eliot, as agent and 
I 
I 
trustee fo~ the Indians, for a grant of land lying about 
! 
Pawtucket ~d Wamesi t Falls, t'bis land to be given to 
' 
the sole arid exclusive use of the tribe living there. 
- 3 
This land, 1called the Great Neck, was the principal living 
place of the Pawtuckets, ence the most powerful tribe of 
I 
this region. Here they had erected wigwams and broken up 
11/ 
the land fdr planting:-
I 
'The co:urt therefore, taking into consideration both 
petitions, ·directed both an Indian and an English planta-
' 
tion to be :;Laid out; and that the request of the petitioners 
from Woburn: and Concord should be gran ted, except some 
I 
part of the. tract petitioned for, lying on the Merrimack 
10/ Wilkes Allen, The-History of Chelmsford, (Haverhill:: 
P. N. Green, lg20), p. 8. 
11/ Ibid., 1 p. 9. 
River and the Concord River, Which was given to the 
Indians. 
It was made a condition or this grant, that within 
two years of the date of the act, they should settle a 
certain number or families on it, twenty or more being so 
considered, that they might be in a capacity to enjoy all 
the ordinances or God. 
\ Captain Simon Willard or Concord and Captain Edward \ 
J"'ohnson or Woburh were appointed to lay out the plantation\ 
) 
\ The plantation thus granted May 18, 1653 or township. '~ 1 
and laid out in J"une following was occupied within eighteell(' 
months by a sufficient number of people to render it 
necessary to call a general meeting for the choice of 
i2/ / 
officers to manage the public affairs of the ptace:-
--· 
i 
I 
_ ____.J 
11. 
At their first public meeting~ held on November 22,---------u---
1654 in the house of William Fletcher, measures were 
adopted for supporting a settled minister, the Reverend 
J'ohn Fiske of Wenham, w.ho had already moved to this plan-
tation. They agreed to give him "thirty acres of meadow 
and thirty acres of land for planting, for his convenience; 
to build him a house thirty eight feet long and twenty 
feet wide, with three fireplaces and chimneys, bull t or 
12/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. lQ. 
brick or stone; to pay him fifty pounds sterling for the 
first year, and his maintenance for the future as the Lord 
lll 
should enable them.u 
At this same meeting the following were chosen to 
officiate in ordering the public affairs- of the plaee by 
the consent of the major part of the town: 
Esdras Read 
Edward Spaulding 
William Fletcher 
Isaac Lerned 
Simon Thompson 
William Underwood 
Thomas Adams W 
The next public meeting was dated March 24, 1655. 
At this meeting they adopted 'measures for the regular 
transactions of their public affairs in the future. It 
was ordered that the first second day of the first month~ 
i.e., the first Monday in March, shall be observed· by all 
the householders of the town, from year to year for the 
choosing of all annual officers: belonging to the town, 
as selectmen or committees, deputy for the Court, three 
men to·· end all small causes under forty shillings 1 
surveyors of highways, and overseers of the fences and 
11/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 10 
JJ±/ 'illustrated Historv of Lowell and Vicinit_y, (Lowell: 
Courier Citizen Company, 1897}, p. 73. 
12. 
swine. It was also ordered that the next meeting should 
be held at the Meeting House at nine o'clock in the morn-
ing, and that every householder ror the rirst hour's 
absence should be ~ined twelve pence; and ror a whole 
day's absence,two shillings. The following town officers 
were chosen; William Fletcher to be constable, Isaac Lerned 
to be sergeant of the band, and Srunuel Thompson to be clerk 
ill 
of the band. 
The third town meeting was held January 16, 1655 in 
the Meeting House .• When this house was built is unknown 
and there is no account Qf its erection in the town records. 
1§./ 
According to Wilkes Allen· there is a tradition that it was 
built at the expense of Samuel and Thomas Adams. As the 
settlers had now secured absolute title to their lands by 
carrying out all the provisions of their original grant, 
and as they were exercising all the functions or an inde-
pendent township, it was decided to request the General 
Court to grant them an act of incorporation. 
The act of incorporation, dated May 29, 1655, reads 
Illustrated History of Lowell and Vicinity, (Lowell: 
Courier Citizen CompanyJ, p. 7.3. 
16/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 13. 
1.3. 
as follows: 
nupon information from Major 
Simon Willard, by a letter from 
Esdras Read, Edward Spaulding, 
William Fletcher, etc., inhabitants 
of a new plantation, that number of 
inhabitants, according to the time 
fixed in the Court's grant, were 
there settled at their request, the 
Court doth grant the name thereof to 
be called Chelmsf'ord.n 11/ 
In the following year the original petitioners, find-
ing that the tract of land which had been ~ranted them was 
insufficient for their needs, presented another petition 
to the General Court for an enlargement of' their original 
grante They requested a small parcel of' land from their 
northeast line down to the Merrimack River, and s0 bounded 
by said river about three miles; from thence to run upon 
a southwe:s.t line to Groton plantation. 
The Reverend Mr. John Eliot, always in the interest 
of his Indian charges, petitioned at the same time for an 
additional grant for the Indians. A good part of the land 
on which L0well now stands was reserved for the exclusive 
use of' the Indians. The bounds of Chelmsford and also of 
the Wamesit Indian Reservation were modified and enlarged 
by the General Court in 1656 and in 1660. 
111 Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 14. 
14. 
----~----------~----------................. .. 
·e 
To the additional grant for Chelmsford, which con-
tained all of Westford and the northerly part of Chelmsford, 
the Indians had a common right with the people of Chelms-
ford. But whether they availed themselves of this right 
at all or made a compromise with the inhabitants of Chelms-
ford for any particular parcel of land is not certainly 
known. It is probabl~,however,that the Indians gave up 
their right in this grant in consideration of some parcel 
of land, or some immunity or privilege. In 1660 the Indians 
of Pawtucket and the people of Chelmsford entered into a 
mutual agreement, Which was sanctioned by the Court,to ex-
18/ 
change land~ and to settle the boundaries between them. 
In 1656 Daniel Gookin was appointed Superintendent 
of the Indians under the jurisdiction of the Colony, among 
whom were the Indians living here. The Apostle Eliot and 
Daniel Gookin won the entire confidence of the Indians, 
being about the only white men that came among them who 
did not come to rob them. 
The work of Indian civilization by the Reverend Mr. 
John Eliot and Daniel Gookin w:ent on for ten years. .An 
extensive trade grew up between the Indians and the White 
18/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 14. 
15. 
--~--------~~----------------........ 
~eo~le. In 1657 this trade was regulated by an act or 
the Legislature. Major Simon Willard and three others 
~aid twenty-rive ~ounds sterling for the exclusive right 
to trade with the Indians on the Merrimack River. 
The act passed by the General Court in 1656 ~rovided 
that Daniel Gookin "take care that all such Indians do 
live according to our laws, as far as they are capable, 
that he shall constitute and appoint Indian Commissioners 
in their several plantations, to hear and determine all 
such matters that do arise among themselves, as our 
magistrates may do among the English; with officers to 
execute all commands and warrants as marshals and consta-
bles." The Indian Commissioners were nominated by the 
Indians themselves and commissioned by Daniel Gookin~,. In 
additien to the petty courts of this local native magis-
tracy, the same statute provided that Daniel-Gookin, 
jointly with the local judge of each village, "shall have 
the power o~ a county court, to hear and determine all 
causes rising among them; Gookin ap~ointing the time and 
place of the court, and consenting to the determin~tion 
and judgment. All other matters beyond their cognizance 
shall be issued and determined by the court of assistants 
at Boston." Many other laws and orders were passed by the 
General Court with a view to the civilization of these 
16. 
... 'i., Indians, which had important inrluences upon the Indians here. They provided that the title to the soil should be 
deemed to have been vested rightrully in the Indians; that 
sueh or them as acknowledged the colonial jurisdiction, 
should retain their lands for towns; that none of them 
should be dispossessed of their cultivated lands, corn-
fields, or fishing grounds;· that no assignment of land 
from them to any white man should be valid unless by 
license of the court; that no intoQ[i·cating drinks should 
be sold or given to them except in case of sickness; that 
none should practice as powwows, wizards, or witches under 
severe penalties; that all these and other laws relative 
to the Indians "shall be onee a year, if the time be safe, 
made known to them by such fit person as the General Court 
1.2/ 
should appoint." 
It was also made the duty of Superintendent Daniel 
Gookin to make order and give instruction, backed with 
suitable penalties, for promoting morality, industry, good 
manners, and a proper observance of Sunday; to see that the 
children attended the schools, and all the people the 
20? 
churches. 
for 
The retirement of Passaconaway took place in 1660. 
He transferred his sachemship to his son, Wannalancit. 
The local sachem of this place was Numphow, who was married 
to one of Passaconaw.ay•s daughters. About 1665 a ditch was 
cut to mark the bounds of the Indian reservation; beginning 
on the bank of the Merrima.ck River, above the falls and 
running southerly, easterly, and northerly in a semi-
eircular line, including about twenty-five hundred acres, 
and terminating on the bank of the Merrimack about a mile 
below the mouth of the Concord. 
In 1669 Wannalancit and the Indians of Concord, New 
Hampshire, fearing an attack from the Mohawks, came down 
the Merrimack River in canoes, decided to camp at Wamesit, 
and bUilt a fort for their protection en the hill in 
Belvitere, ever since called Fort Hill, which they sur-
rounded with palisades. The white settlers of this place 
shut themselves up in garrison houses. Then in 1670 the 
Indians, whose presence created this alarm, united with 
several hundred others in an e~edition against the Mohawks. 
The wars of the Indians were generally fought on the 
principle of No-Surrender; in this campaign more than 
fift~ chiefs were killed. The mild disposition of 
" 21/ 
wannalancit probably saved him from being killed. 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of the 
Region of Lowell, p. 13. 
18. 
Wannalancit and our local Indians, raithful to the 
counsel of Passaconaway, took no part in King Philip's 
War. As a consequence of this they suffered more during 
this war than any other of Eliot's npraying Towns." 
The good faith of some or these "Praying Indians'" 
being suspected by the General Court, laws were passed 
forbidding the Indians in the "Praying Towns" from going 
beyond the limits of their several villages, under severe 
penalties. Afterward the General Court took five hundred 
Christian Indians from various places, carried them to 
Boston, and confined them on Deer Island and other islands 
in the harbor. Exposed to disease, despair, hunger, and 
cold, they suffered through the winter of 1675-1676. Many 
of them died; many more lost all confidence in the colo-
nists. 
Wannalancit and some of his people had left this 
region and had gone to live at Pennacook, New Hampshire 
before the above took place. Alarmed by his. withdrawal 
t.he General Court sent messengers, in 1675, to :persuade 
him to eome back, But instead of returning, he withdrew 
with his :people still further into the 'Wilderness, and 
passed the winter of 1675 and 1676 about the headwaters of 
the Connecticut River, where there was a good supply of 
wild beasts. 
~en the war was over, and Wannalancit returned to 
Wamesit with the remains o~ his tribe, he found his eorn-
~ields in the hands o~ the white settlers) and he himselr 
a stranger in the land o~ his fathers. By order o~ the 
General Court, he and his people were placed on Wickasauke 
Island, in charge of Colonel ~onathan Tyng of Dunstable. 
In 1686 Colonel Tyng, Major Henchman and others, purchased 
from Wannalancit and his tribe all their remaining lands 
in this region, leaving th~ only their rights' of hunting 
and fishing. While living with Colonel Tyng, Wannalancit 
did many acts o~ kindness ~or the colonists. After 1698 
Wannalancit joined the St. •. Francis tribe in Canada and 
22/ 
ended his days among them. 
Thirty-nine ~irst emigrants had entered this Indian 
wilderness in 1653, subdued the ~allow ground, laid out 
and furnished roads, erected a meeting house for the 
worship of their God and a school house for the instruction 
of their children. These first inhabitants were extremely 
cautious ~ill admitting strangers to share their toils and 
enjoy their privileges. No man was allowed to take up or 
purchase land of the Committee chosen by the town for the 
22/ Cowley, History o~ Lowell, p. 21. 
20. 
purpose of selling and laying out land, until he had been 
approved and formally admitted an inhabitant by a majority 
vote at a public town meeting. This caution was proper .. 
21.1 and even indispensable to the character of the plantation. 
While thus guarding the moral, they were no less 
attentive to the civil and financial interest of the town. 
The policy they adopted to encourage and invite mechanics 
and tradesmen to settle With them was wise and beneficial. 
They offered free land to mechanics and tradesmen. who 
·w 
would set up and carry on their trades· in the town. 
Chelmsford became distinguished for its sawmills, grist- 1 // 
mills, and mechanics shops of various kinds. // 
The tract, well known by the name of Wamesi t Purchase, 
was the last of the Indian Territory in this town. It was 
sold by the Indians to Colonel Jonathan Tyng and Major 
Henchman. Colonel Tyng conveyed his right in the Purchase, 
excepting one forty-sixth part, to Major Henchman.~ who 
sold the whole tract to forty-four persons, reserving one 
share for himself. These forty-six proprietors built a 
wall on the south side, extending from the Merrimack River 
~/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 17. 
~~ Ibid., p. 17. 
.---~----------------------......... ... 
to the Concord River, and for some years used the land as 
a common pasture for their cattle. 
Gradually the Indian town land ~as occupied by the 
purchasers from Chelmsford and other towns Who enjoyed 
equal privileges in the town with the other inhabitants 
until Representative Stephen Pierce, who had been chosen 
to represent the to~~ in the General Court, was denied a 
seat in the Rouse. Pierce lived in the Indian town which 
had never been annexed by an act of court to Chelmsford. 
The last purchase was made from the Indians in 1686. Mr. 
P'ierce was refused a seat in the House as a Representative 
of Chelmsford, because he did not reside in that town. This 
action was followed by a refusal on the part of the inhabi-
tants residing within the Indian grant, to pay their taxes 
to the town of Chelmsford. · The confusion into which the 
town was thrown led to the proper remedy. The town 
petitioned the Court, that the Indian town called Pawtucket, 
or more commonly Wamesit, might be annexed to the town of 
Chelmsford. The Great Neck or Indian tovm was annexed to 
Chelmsford by an act of the General Court in 1726. This 
act included both Concord River Neck and the Great Neck or 
Indian township lying between the Merrimack River and the 
:?:.2.1 
Coneord River. 
2:2./ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 45. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
One hundred years had now elapsed since the Indian 
village of Wamesit was annexed to the tovm of Chelmsford. 
The Merrimack Manufacturing Company had started to make -~ 
coarse cotton cloth in the fall of 182.3. In 1825 the 
Lowell Machine Shop was completed. In this same year the 
old Locks and Canals Company of 1792 was reestablished as 
a separate corporation. The first sale of waterpower was 
to the Hamilton Manufacturing Company. The government of 
such a community as grew up after the Merrimack Manufactur-
ing Company came in could not be transacted easily at 
Chelmsford Center. The records of the Merrimack Manu-
faeturing Company show that as early as November, 1824, 
the possibility of setting off East Chelmsford as a sepa-
rate township was in the minds of the directors, for at 
that time a committee was appointed to report on a possible 
. y 
petition for incorporation. No action was taken at that 
time, but the manufacturing village was increasing fast 
in population and wealth. It had become a hardship to J 
have all the municipal a~fairs dependent on a hamlet fo~ 
miles from the mills. 
Frederick W. Coburn, History of Lowell and Its People; 
(New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 19201, 
Volume I, p. 158. 
2.3. 
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The people living in East Chelmsrord petitioned the 
General Court to be incorporated as a town. Just a 
century arter Wamesit Neck was formally annexed to Chelms-
ford, the same district, with slightly different boundaries, 
2 • 
~ 
\ ) 
< 
was made over into a new township called Lowell, in honor ; 
of Francis Cabot Lowell. Thus, Lowell became a town on 
March 1, 1S26. 
On March 2, 1826 a warrant was issued by Joseph Locke, 
a justice of the peace, instructing Kirk Boott to call a 
meeting of qualified voters to take action in the matter 
of establishing a town government. 
Mr. Boott, having received the warrant, called the 
meeting at the Old Stone House, or which Samuel Adams y 
·coburn, the rirst town cler~ was one of the proprietors. 
The Old Stone House is now the Ayer Home for Children. 
The warrants and documents concerning the early town 
meetings will be round in Appendix A. These warrants and 
documents were copied from the Town Record Book found in 
the City Clerk1 s Orfice at Cit~Hall. The epelling and 
grammar were copied exactly as they appeared in manuscript 
in the original records. 
~ Coburn, History of Lowell and Its People, p. 160. 
/ 
/ 
The New England town :form o:f government was accepted 
by the voters in the town o:f Lowell. These voters chose 
\ 
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Kirk Boott as moderator :for their :first town mee:tigg. At I 
this same meeting they chose a town clerk, three selectm~ 
a town treasurer, a constable, and other town o:f:ficers.~ 
During the ten years that Lowell was a town her po'"'0"""u_\ __ n~ 
lation continued to grow. 'Ihe Lowell School System began \ I \ 
\ ) I in this period. Catholic and Protestant churches were \ 
built. More :factories were erected and canals were built. v 
The Lowell Fire Department was created in 1830. A railroad \,•! 
between Lowell and Boston was completed in 1835. ~ 
The town meeting was an assembly of' the qualified, ~~ 
voters of Lowell. These voters elected town o:fficers, made '1\ 3 
appropriations, levied taxes, and passed local 1~gislati ve 'I) 
measures. The town meetings were held in the Town Hall~ 
/ 
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CHAPTER TBREE 
The rapid growth of the community demanded a change 
:rrom the town :form of government~ 1820, the village 
of East Chelmsford contained about two hundred fifty 
26. 
people. 'When Lowell became a town in 1S26 the popula tic:m·.....--·"·\, :J 
was twenty-five hundred. By 1836 the population had risen ::// 
,~), 
to more than seventeen thousand. /,,_. 
_, 
During 1S35 ten town meetings had been held and it 
became impossible to conduct public business in town meet-
ings properly. Town meeting called a large number of 
people from their regular business to transact the busi-
ness of the town. The necessity for a change of form of 
government became evident and was accepted by the voters 
of Lowell. 
--:-----.. 
At a special town meeting in February, 1S36 a ----~ 
) .s committee was chosen to look into the matter of obtaining 
a city ehart er .j This c ommi tt ee worked rapidly and report;,d ' 
at another town meeting only two weeks later. Their report 
was accepted by the voters and the Selectmen of Lowell were 
instructed to draft a petition and present the petition to 
the Legislature. /"' The law authorizing Lowell to become a city as of ) t 
April 1, 1836, was signed by Governor Edward Everett. The 
new charter did not become erfective until accepted by a 
majority o:f the voters of Lowell. The town meeting of 
i 
April 14, 1836 accepted the new charter. I The vote for /' 
acceptance was: Yes - 961, No - 328. / 
On April 21, 1836 the voters ef Lowell elected~ 
Mayor, six Aldermen, twenty-four members to the Common 
Council, and six School CGmmitteemen. The government of 
Lowell was now in the hands of the above officials. 
The warrants and documents concerning these last town 
meetings will be found in Appendix B. 
·-~"""" Thus Lowell became the third city in our commonwealth. f\ 
! 
/ 
/ Boston had become a city in 1822. Sal em became a city just 
one week before Lowell. 
COMMISSION FORM 
In January, 1893 Secretary oames T. Smith read a 
paper before the Board of Trade, in which he called for 
reform of the municipal charter. This paper caused a 
slight change to be made in the city charter in 1896. The 
voters of Lowell started to discuss changing the form of 
their city government. Since 1836 the mayor-council form .s 
o:r government had been in use in Lowely. In this :rorm. e:r 
government the executive and legislative o:r:rieials were 
elected by the people. The executive and legislative 
powers were kept separate, to balance and orfset each 
other. 
~ile the voters o:r Lowell were investigating &if:fer-
ent :forms o:r city government the commission type o:r city 
government originated in Galveston, Texas. The people o:r 
Galveston devised a new government as a result o:r the 
eritieal situation racing them a:rter the great :flood o:r 
1901. The city government o:r Galveston had experienced 
increasing dif:ficulty in solving its problems; a:rter the 
:flood it was clear that the government would be completely 
helpless. As a result a number o:r business men were 
selected as a committee to replace both the mayor and 
council of the. city. This committee came to be known as 
1/ 
the commission: Its success in placing Galveston back on 
its feet and restoring its credit led many other cities 
throughout the country t0 abandon the old double-chambered 
:rorm o:r control o:r city a:r:rairs. 
Ponald G. Bishop and Edith E. Starratt, The Structure 
o:r Local Government, (Washingte>n, D.· c.: National· 
Council :for the Social Studies, 194.5), p. 24. 
28. 
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The advantage of having a small body of capable men 
elected because of their capacity to direct the several 
divisions of municipal administration, as similar divisions 
in a large business corporation would be managed, won favor 
throughout the country. Many large and important cities 
adopted the system. In 1911 Lowell voted to change to the 
so-called commission form. 
A new charter entrusting the affairs of the city to 
a mayor and four aldermen as ftelected selectmen" was now 
in force. As the final authority the voters elected a 
commission of five members. There was also a school com-
mittee of five members with special delegated powers. 
Party designations were abolished. The municipal com-
mission was organized in the forenoon of the first Monday 
in danuary, with a president who served as mayor. All 
meetings were public. The commission did, without the 
appr~val of the mayor being required, the various things 
which formerly the city council, board of aldermen, common 
council, board of charities, board of trustees of public 
cemeteries, and water board, did with the mayor's approval. 
The commission determined the administrative policies of 
each and every municipal department. The individual com-
missioner had full power to carry out in detail the plans 
adopted by the commission for his department. Appropri-
ations were safeguarded, and participation by members of 
the commission in contracts was made a criminal offense. 
Under the commission were the following administrative 
officers: city clerk, city treasurer and collector of 
taxes, city auditor, purchasing agent, city engineer, 
city physician, city messenger, board of health of three 
'· 
members, board of park commissioners of five members, city 
solicitor, chief of the .fire department, superintendent of 
police, sealer of weights and measures, board of sinking 
fund commissioners of three members, and a board of y ; 
assessors of three members. 
This form of government was in force for ten years. 
PLAN B 
-............. , 
30. 
After ten years of a government by a commission the ) 1---" ~ 
voters of Lowell decided that they would try another fo~ 
/ 
(,../~ 
of government. Recently the Legislature had formulated 
and placed before the citizens of the commonwealth four 
forms of city government. These formE were Plans A, B, 
a, and D, one of which must be chosen by any city that 
?.9-
Frederick W. Coburn, History of Lowell and Its·People; 
(New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1920}, 
Volume II~ P.P• 437-438. 
I 
\ 
decided to change its rorm or government. The citizens 
or Lowell voted to accept "Plan B, 11 which .s 
and a council elected :partly at large and 
or districts. The council was composed or rifteen members, 
one elected from each ward, and the remainder elected at 
large. The mayor's appointment and removal of department 
heads and members of b0ards, except in the case of the 
city solicitor, were confirmed by the council. "Plan Btt 
was inaugurated on. the first Monday of ~anuary, 1923. 
PLAN E 
~\ 
Once again in the early 1940's the :people or Lowell 
decided to change the form or government. This time they 
chose "PlanE". 
1944. 
This :plan went int~ effect in January, 
\ 
"Plan E" is the short title commonly used in Massa-
chusetts to describe the form of city government in which 
the members of the city council and the school committee 
are elected by :proportional representation and in which 
the city business, except for schools, is administered by 
a city manager appointed by the city council. 
1. 
The ei ty manager type of city afun.inistration in the 
United States originated in Staunton, Virginia in 190S 
when the city council of Staunton hired a man to administer 
city business under its directi0n. The idea. spread slowly, 
but in recent years more and more cities have been adopting 
it. 
32 .• 
The combination of the manager plan and proportional 
representation method of voting to elect the city council 
was first adopted in Cincinnati and is widely known as the 
\ 
1\_s 
i 
: 
Cincinnati form of government. It is this combination· that J 
Lowell has as a result of the adoption of 'Plan E1• ~ / 
_/ 
Proportional representation is a method of voting 
designed to bring about more representative local govern-
ment. In an ordinary· election of the members of a city 
eouneil,almost half of the ballots cast 1 are frequently 
wasted because they do not help to elect anyone. The pro-
portional method of voting makes it possible for almost all 
ballots to count in every election. It ensures represen-
tation on the council, according to its voting strength, 
for each group of like~minded voters in a community. Pro-
portional representation was designed to make it impossible 
for a minority group voting in a single block to win all 
the seats on a city council because the other voters 
scatter their support among many candidates. 
The difference between proportional representation 
and the usual method of voting is simple. Under the usual 
method, the voter may vote for only one man. If his ballot 
does not actually help to elect that one man, it is of no 
help to anyone else. In a proportional representation, the 
voter has a choice. Not only may he indicate which of the 
candidates he most prefers and wishes to help elect, but 
he may indicate which of the other candidates he would like 
to h~Lp elect if his first choice does not receive enough 
votes to get elected or if his first choice is elected 
before his ballot is counted. 
Under proportional representation, the citizen instead 
of voting with an X uses the number 1 to indicate his first 
choice among the candidates, number 2 for his second choice, 
and so on as far as he cares to indicate preferences. He 
may erpress as many choices as there are candidates. 
Proportional representation has been used in England, 
in Dublin, Ireland and in a number of .American cities. At 
the present time, there are ten cities in the United States 
in which the proportional representation method of voting 
to elect a city council is combined with the city manager 
' 11 form of government. 
11 Plan E City Government, Massachusetts Federation of Taxpayers Associations, Inc., Boston:.l947, p. 6. 
u. 
The PlanE city council eensists of nine members who 
are elected at large by proportional representation for 
terms of two years. Any registered voter may be a candi-
date for the council by filing with the city clerk a pre= 
scribed statement and petition signed by at least f'ifty 
but not more than one hundred registered voters. The non-
partisan election is held the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November in odd numbered years. 
The council chooses one of its own members as mayor. 
The·mayor is head of the city for ceremonial purposes. He 
presides over the council and acts as chairman of the school 
committee. He votes as a member of the city council but 
has no veto power. The mayor makes no appointments, except 
his o"Wil. secretary and other employees in his office. 
The city manager is appointed by the council and holds 
of'fice at its pleasure. Before he may be removed from 
office, however, the city manager may demand a written 
statement of reasons for his removal and has a right t0 
public hearing. He may be suspended pending such hearing. 
The authority of' the council to remove a manager is abso-
lute. A manager so removed has no right of appeal to the 
courts or any other body. 
No council member or any person who within two years 
has been elected or served in any elective office in the 
city, county, or Commonwealth is elegible for appointment 
as city manager. The law states that the city manager 
shall be appointed on the basis of his administrative and. 
executive qualifications only and that he need not be a 
resident of the city or the Con.n:n.onweal th when he is 
appointed. The salary of the city manager is fixed by the 
council. 
The city manager is a general business manager re-
sponsible for the conduct of all city business. He is re-
sponsible to the city council for the proper conduct of all 
city departments. (Except the city clerk, city auditors, 
any elected officer and any official appointed by the 
Governor.) One of his duties is to make a general plan of 
work for all departments and to prepare the annual budget 
to submit to the council. He is expected to keep the 
council informed about the financial condition of the city 
and to make reports and recommendations to the council con-
cerning the operation of city ser'Vi ces. The manager appeints 
all department heads, boards, and commissions and makes all 
appointments and removals of employees in all departments 
under his control. 
The sehoel committee consists of the mayor, who is 
chairman, and six other members elected by proportional 
35. 
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representation for two year terms. The mayor has a vote 
!±I 
but no veto .. 
Advocates of the city-manager plan summarize its 
advantages in the following fashion. It centralizes re-
sponsibility for administration~ It overcomes the diffi-
culty involved in obtaining technical ability for high 
office by a democratic process. It broadens the field of 
choice for the city to include the whole United States, 
placing all national talents at the disposal of the council. 
It removes political influences from technical adminis-
trative work in which they do not belong. It shifts public 
21 interest in elections from personalities to issues. 
~ PlanE City Government, p. 7. 
Charles A. Beard, American Government and Politics, 
(New York: Macmillan Company, 1939), P• 721. 
APP:HNDIX A 
J"ohn Eliet 
J"ohn Eliot was born in England in 1604. He was edu-
cated at Jesus College, Cambridge, England. After receiv-
ing his Be A. degree he taught for a short time at Little 
Eaddow, Essex, England where he came under the influence 
of Thomas Hooker. It was there that his religious lif'e 
. 1/ 
began and he decided to become a preacher: 
Some time later a number of his·Puritan friends, about 
to emigrate to New England, asked him to go with them as 
their ministere He sailed f'rom England with some of the 
Winthrop f'amily and reached Boston on November 3, 1631. 
There he was employed as a substitute preacher. 
He married Ann Mumford. at Boston in October, 1632. 
Meanwhile his Essex friends had emigrated to Massachusetts 
and settled at Roxbury. He moved to Roxbury and. settled 
there as minister of their church. This partnership lasted 
for sixty years. For over forty years he was their only 
pastor. 
Here he came into close contact with the Indians. 
Dictionary of American Biography, ed. by Allen Johnson· 
and Dumas Malone, {New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1931}, Volume VI pp. 79-80 •. 
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With the help or a quick-witted young Long Island native 
who had been taken prist:mer he undertook to learn the 
Indian language. His first preaching to the Indians in 
1646 was in English. T.his was at the Indian settlement in 
Dorchester. His next effort was at Nonantum. He continued 
to preaeh here every rortnight through the winter, ~p­
parently making some genuine converts. 
By the summer of 1647 he was preaching to the Indians 
in their own language. He had translated the Bible into 
the Indian language. The New Testament was published in 
1661 and the Old Testament in 1663. This was the first 
Bible to be printed in North Americae Other books were 
also printed in the Indian language. A small Indian 
College was established at Cambridge. The Indians were 
taught to read and write. 
Eliot hoped in time to ehristianize and civilize all 
the tribes in New England, but he recognized their distaste 
for living too near the English. For that reason he made 
plans for the establishment of an Indian town in the wilder-
ness and decided to locate it at Natick. In 1651, after a 
grant was received from the General Court, the town was 
laid out and several families or "Praying Indians" were 
settled there. Eliot organized what was practically a 
self-governing Indian community, in which the Indians were 
allowed to manage their local ··affairs in their own way 
although they were under the jurisdiction of the General 
Laws of Massachusetts. He continued to organize similar 
communities, and by 1674 there were fourteen of them, with y 
about eleven hundred Christian natives. Believing that 
the Indians themselves would make in time the best mission-
aries to their own people, he carefully taught a number of 
them to serve as :preachers,. g;wenty-four of them were 
actively engaged in the work at the time of his death. 
Eliot traveled over New England among the various 
tribes. His description of early Lowell follows: 
Wamesit is our next Praying-town; 
it lyeth at the b~ttom of the Great 
Falls, on the great River Merymak, and 
at the falling-in of the Concord River; 
the Sachem of this :place is called 
Nomphon, said to be a Prince of the 
Bloud, a Man of a real Noble Spirit. 
This place is very mueh annoyed by the 
Mauquaags, and have much ado to stand 
their ground. In this place Captain 
Gookin ordered a Garrison to be kept 
the last year, which order w.hile they 
attended they were safe; but when the 
Northern Sachems and Souldiers came, 
the Town was for the most part scattered 
and their Corn spoiled. The teacher of 
this place is called George:· they have 
not much esteem for Religion, but I am 
hopefully persuaded of sundry of them; 
I can go unto them but once a year. 
Francis s. Drake, Indian History for Young Folks, 
(New York:· Harper and Brothers, 1S85), p. 122. 
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Penatucket is the upper part 
or Merimak Falls; socalled because 
or the noise which the Waters make. 
Thither the Penagwag-Indians are 
come, and have built a great .rort; 
their Sachems rerused to pray to 
God, so signally and sinfUlly, that 
Captain Gookin and myselr were very 
sensible or it, and were not without 
some expectation or some interposure 
or a Divine-Hand, which did eminently 
come to pass, rinally several of the 
people dwelling at Panatuket Fort did 
bow Ear to hear and submitted to Pray 
unto God. Jethro, after he had con-
fess Christ and was baptized, was sent 
to preach Christ to them.1/ · 
It is possible that in spite or his saintliness and 
zeal, he was not wise in the method or segregation 'Which 
he'adoptede In any case the outbreak or King Philip's 
War seattered the "Praying Indiansn and to a great extent 
ruined Eliot's work. Although these Indians were loyal 
to the English, the settlers were panie-strieken and their 
treatment of the Indians was unreasonable and cruel. Eliot 
himselr did not escape suspicion as he tried to protect the 
Indians. He and Captain Gookin did all they could to help 
the Christian natives. Arter the war was over, Elio~ con-
tinued to preach, but the raith or the Indians had received 
a severe shoek. The number or towns or 11Praying Indians" 
11 Reverend.Jo~ Eliot, .A.Brier Narrative of the·Progress 
of the Gos el Amon the Indians of New En land, , 
Wiggin and Will. Parsons Lunt, 1868}, 
0 
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laaGl. been reQ.uee& f'rom f'ourteen te :four, and they gradually 
• 
awi:m.d.led away • 
Eli®t died in Roxbury in 1690. 
'f 
Daniel Goekin 
Daniel Gookin was born in England in 1612. Early in 
1641 he went to Virginia and settled there. The following 
year he represented Norfolk in the Assembly. Although he 
was a Puritan he lived in Maryland a short time. 
Gookin and his :ramily moved to Bosten. They arrived 
on May 20, 1644:. in less than a week they were admitted to 
the First Church. On May 29 Gookin was made a free man. 
The Gookins decided to settle in Roxbury. Very little is 
known of his stay in Roxbury, except that he was one of 
1.1 
the founders of the free grammar school there. He appears:·: 
to have been engaged in the intercolonial coasting trade. 
In 1648 he moved to Cambridge and was granted five 
hundred aeres of land. He was chosen captain of the militia 
and in 1649 was elected deputy to the General Court of 
Massachusetts. Three years later he was chosen Assistant 
(the title given to members of the governor's council in 
Massachusetts}. He held this office for thirty-five years. 
In 1656 Gookin was chosen to be rulerover the '•Pray-
ing Indians'~!• His defense o:r them. during King Philip's 
Dictionary of American Biography, ed. by Allen Johnson 
and Dumas Malone, {New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1931), Vo·lum.e VII p. 417. 
2. 
vfar, when the frenzy of' the people was directed against 
-y 
them, made him extremely unpopular in Ma~sachusetts. 
' . 
Speaking of' the Indian village at Wamesit in 1674 
Gookin s ays: 
Wamesit is the fifth praying town; 
and this place is situated upon the -
Merrimak River, being a neck of' land, 
where the Concord river f'alleth into 
the Merrimak River. It is about twenty-
miles from Boston, north north·west, and 
within five miles of' Billerica, and as 
much from Chelmsford: so that it hath 
the Concord River upon the west northwest; 
and the Merrimak Riyer upon the north 
north east. It hath about fifteen families, 
about seventy-five souls. The quantity of' 
land belonging to it is about twenty-five 
hundred acres e The land is fertile and 
yieldeth plenty of' corn. It is excellently 
accomodated with a fishing place; and there 
is taken variety offish in their seasons. 
There is a great confluence of' Indians that 
usually resort to this place in the fishing 
seasons. 
The ruler of' this people is called 
Numphowe He is one of' the blood of' their 
chief' sachems. Their teacher is called 
Samuel: son to the rule, a young man of' 
good parts, and can speak, read, and write 
English and Indian competently. He is one 
of' those that was bred up at school, at the 
charge of' the Corporation for the Indians. 
These Indians, if' they were diligent and 
industrious-to which they have been frequent-
ly excited-might get much by their fish, 
especially fresh salmon, which are of' esteem 
and good price at Boston in the season; and 
the Indians being stored with horses of a 
y Dictionary of' American BiograJ?h.Y, Volume VII p. 417. 
-· 
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low price, might furnish the market 
fully, being at so small a distance And 
divers other sort of fish they might salt 
er pickle, as sturgeon and bass; which 
would be much to their profit. But not-
withstanding divers arguments used to 
persuade them, and some orders made to 
encourage them;. yet their idleness and 
improvidence doth prevail. 
At this place, once a year, at the 
beginning of May, the English magistrate 
keeps his court, accompanied with Mr. 
Eliot, the minister: who at this time 
takes his opportunity to preach, not only 
to the inhabitants, but to as many of the 
~strange Indians that can be persuaded to 
hear him: of which sort, usually in times 
ef peace, there are considerable numbers 
at this season. And this place being an 
ancient and capital seat of the Indians, 
~hey come to fish; and this good man takes 
kis opportunity to spread the net of the 
g®spel, to fish for their souls. 
Here it may not be impertinent to 
give you the relation following: May 5th, 
1674, according to our usual custom, Mr. 
Eliot and myself took our journey to 
Wamesit, or Pawtuckett; and arriving there 
that evening, Mr. Eliot preached to as 
many of them as could be got together. 
We met, at the wigwam or on~ccalled Wanna-
lancet, about two miles from the town, 
near Pawtuekett falls, and boardering upon 
Merrimak River. This person, Wannalanoet, 
is the eldest son of old Passaconaway, the 
chief sachem of Pawtuckett. He is a sober 
and grave person, and of years between 
fifty and sixty. He hath always loving 
and friendly to the English. Many endeavors 
have been used several years to gain this 
sachem to embrace the christian religion; 
but he hath stood off from time to time, 
and not yielded up himself personally, 
though for four years past he hath been 
willing to hear the word of God preached and 
to keep the Sabbath. A great reason that 
hath kept him off, I conceive, hath been 
L.J.... 
the indisposition and adverseness of 
sundry or his chier men and relations 
to pray to God; which he roresawwould 
desert him, in case he turned christian. 
But at this time it pleased God so to 
inrluence and overcome his heart, that 
it being proposed to him to give·his 
answer concerning praying to God, after 
some deliberation and serious pause, he 
stood up, and made a speech to this 
efreet: 
Sirs: You have been pleased ror 
four years last past, in your abundant 
love, to apply yourselves particularly -
unto me and my people, to exhort, press, 
and persuade us to pray to God. I am 
very thankful to you for your pains. I 
must acknowledge, saifr he, I have, all 
my days, used to pass in an old canoe, 
and now you exhort me to change and leave 
my old canoe, and embark in a new canoe, 
to which I have hitherto been unwilling;· 
but now I yield up myself to your advice, 
and enter into a new canoe, and do engage 
to pray to God herearter. 
This his prof'essed ::mbjection was-
well pleasing to all that were present, 
of' which there were some English persons 
of quality; as Mr. Richard Daniel; a 
gentleman that lived in Billerica, about 
six miles o~f, and Lieutenant Henchman, 
a neighbor at Chelmsf'ord, besides brother 
Eliot and myselr, with sundry others, 
English and Indians. Mr. Daniel before 
named desired brother Eliot to tell this 
sa'ehem from him, that it may be while he 
went in his old canoe, he passed in a 
quiet stream; but the end thereof' was 
death and destruction to soul and body. 
But now he went into a new eanoe, perhaps 
he would meet with st9rms and trials, 'but 
yet he should be encouraged to persevere 
ror the end or his voyage would be ever-
lasting rest. Moreover he and his people 
45. 
were exhorted by brother Eliot and 
myself, to go on and sanctify the 
sabbath, to hear the word, and use 
the means that God hath appointed, 
and encourage their hearts in the 
Lord their Ged* Since that time, I 
hear this sachem doth persevere, and 
is a constant and diligent hearer of 
God's word, and sanctifieth the sabbath, 
though he doth travel to Wamesit meeting 
every sabbath, "Which is above two miles; 
and though sundry of his people have 
deserted him since he subjected to the 
gospel, yet he continues and persists. 
In this town they observe the same 
civil and religious orders as in other 
towns, and have a constable and other 
officers. 
This :people of Wamesit suffered more 
in the late war with the Mohawks than any 
other :praying town ef Indians; for divers 
of their people were slain; others wounded; 
and some carried into cap-tivity; which 
providence hath much ~indered the prosperous 
estate of this plaee.1/ 
Gookin wrote three books, ~ese were not published 
until long after his death. He died in 168Jl. 
Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Soeietv 
for the Year 1792, (Boston: Monroe and Francis, 
Volume I pp. 228-230. 
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APPENDIX B 
Commonwealth o~ Massachusetts. In the year or our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty six An Act to 
incorporate the Town o~ L0well 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled and by the authority 0~ "the 
same:--
That the North Easterly part o~ the Town of 
Chelmsford, in the County of Middlesex, lying easterly 
and northerly of a line drawn as ~ollows, viz., be-
ginning at Merrimack River at a Stone post, about two 
hundred rods above the mouth of Patucket Canal so 
called, thence running southerly in a straight course 
untill it strikes the Middlesex Canal, at a point ten 
rods above the Canal Bridge, near the dwelling house 
a~ Henry Coburn; thence southerly on said Canal twenty 
rods; thence a due east course to a Stone post at 
Concord River; be and hereby is incorporated into a 
ToWn by the name or Lowell; and the inhabitants of 
said Town of Lowell are hereby invested with all the 
powers and privileges, and shall also be subject to 
b.7 
the duties and requisitions 0r other incorporated 
Towns according to the Constitution and Laws of this 
Commonwealth. 
See. 2d 
Be•it further enacted, That the inhabitants of said 
TeWn of Lowell shall be holden to pay all arrears of 
taxes which have been assessed upon them by the Town 
of Chelmsford before the passing of this act, and the 
said Town of Lowell shall be holden to pay two fifths 
parts of the ballanee or residue of all debts due and 
owing from said Town or Chelmsford on the first day 
efMarch one thosand eight hundred and twenty-six, 
after deducting therefrom the sum of twenty seven 
hundred and twenty six dollars, and after applying 
to ,the payment of said debts all the money belonging 
to said Town and all the taxes assessed by said Town 
of:Chelmsford before the passing of this act. 
See. 3d 
I 
Be 'it further enacted, that the said Towns ef Chelms-
ford and Lowell shall hereafter b.e liable for the 
support of all persons who now do or hereafter shall 
stand in need or relief, as paupers whGse settlement 
; 
gained or derived within their respective limits, 
and in all cases hereafter wherein the settlement of 
48. 
a pauper was gained, or derived from a settlement 
gained or derived before the passing of this act, 
partly within the limits of both of said Towns; or 
wherein it shall not be proved within the limits of 
which of said Town such settlement was gained, the 
said Town of Chelmsford and Lowell shall be equally 
liable for the support of said paupers. 
Sec. 4th 
Be·it further enacted, That untill a new valuation 
is taken by the Commonwealth the State and Co~ty 
I 
taxes and any reimbursements required by the Common-
wealth for the payment of the Representative of the 
present and past years of said Town of Chelmsford, 
whtch may be called for from said Towns of Chelmsford 
and Lowell, shall be paid jointly by said Towns, and 
in the proportion of three fifths for said Chelmsford 
and two fifths for said Town of Lowell. 
Sec. 5th 
Be it further enacted, That any Justice of the peace 
in the County of Middlesex be and hereby is authorized 
to issue his warrant to any prineiple inhabitant of 
the Town of Lowell requiring him to notify and warn 
the inhabitants of said Town of Lowell to assemble 
and meet at some convenient time and place in said 
~own te choose all such orficers as Towns are re-
quired to choose in the months or March and April, 
and'to do and transact any other lawf'ull business 
relative to the affairs of said Town. 
In Rouse of' Represen$atives March 1st 1826 
This Bill having had three several readings 
passed to be enacted. 
Timethy Faller. Speaker 
In Senate March 1st 1826. This Bill having 
had two several Readings passed to be-
enacted. 
Nathtl Silsbee. President 
March 1st 1826 
Approved. Levi Lincoln 
A true Copy 
Attest Edward D. Bangs. See~etary 
A true Copy f'rom original 
Attest Samuel A. Coburn Town Clerk 
Warrant To Call First Town Meeting in Lowell 
Cemm0nwealth of Massachusetts 
Middlesex Ss. 
Ss To Kirk Boott of the Town of Lowell in the County 
afcresaid Esq. Greeting 
'Pursuant to a law of the Commonwealth aforesaid, 
passed on the first day of March instant, you are 
hereby authorized and required to notify and warn the 
f'reeholders and other inhabitants of the said Town of' 
·Lowell, qualified by law to vote in town afif!airs, and 
f'0r the choiee of town officers, to meet at the Tavern 
of Messrs. Balch and Coburn in said. to"Wn, {)n Monday 
the sixth day of March instant, at ene of the Clock in 
the afternoon, to act upon the following viz: 
1. To chcose a Moderator ~f said meeting. 
2. To choose all such town off'icers, as towns are 
required by law to choose. 
). To give in their votes for a Register of Deeds 
fer the said County. 
4. To agree upon the manner of calling ruture town 
meetings. 
Given under my hand and seal, this second day of 
March in the Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
vu::o LVli Oil) \ t<T" ~' •• ) 
Sg,t.<~~l o! .&.iuos. "t i or 
-....._ }.,itlrti.rV 
======~================================================~~~ 
and twenty six. 
~oseph Locke ~ustice o~ the Peace 
Attest Samuel A. Coburn Town Clerk 
. . . . 
Return of Warrant 
,Pursuant to the within Warrant to me addressed, 
I have notified and warned the male inhabitants ef said 
Town, qualified as therein express.ed to meet at the time 
and place and ~or the purposes therein named. 
Lowell March 6th 1826 Kirk Boott 
The First Town Meeting 
Lowell March 6th 1826 
'At a legal Town meeting o~ the Town of Lowell 
' held this day at one Oclock at the Tavern of Messrs: 
Balch and Bbburn. The meeting was called to order by 
Kirk Boott who read the warrant ~or said meeting-
1st To choose a ;Moderator of said meeting 
Kirk Boott was chosen Moderator by ballot. 
2d choose all such town of~icers, as Towns are 
required by Law to choose · 
Samuel A. Coburn was chosen Town Clerk 
by ballot, and sworn into office by Nath'l 
Wright Esq. Justice of the Peace 
Voted to choose three Selectmen, and that 
they be ballotted for on one ticket. 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Batchelder, and 
Oliver M. ~ipple were chosen Selectmen. 
Artemas Holden was chosen Town Treasurer 
by ballot. 
Luther Marshall was chosen Constable by 
ballot. 
Voted to choose five field Drivers and 
Francis Hobbs, Samuel Oliver, David 
Moody Jr., Stephen s. Straw and Samuel 
Hollowell were chosen by nomination. 
Voted to choose three Fence Viewers, ana 
Elisha Ford, Henry Coburn dr., and Phineas 
Whiting were chosen by nomination. 
Voted to choose six Surveyors of Lumber, 
and Jonathan Bowers, Daniel Bowen, Jonathan 
Tyler, dOhn ~etcher, d. H. B. Ayre, and 
. -
Jonathan w. George were chosen by nominati€>n. 
Voted to choose nine measurers of wood alldi 
53. 
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Bark; and Luther Richardson, J'onathan 
.Eowers, J'ob Webber, Elisha Ford, I. c. 
!lorrill, Charles Cutler, Henry Fletcher, 
· ··N:athan Durant, and Daniel Bowen were 
ehosen by nomination. 
Voted to choose tW0 cullers of hoops and 
$-taves, and Artemas Holden and Archibald 
McFarlin were chosen by nomination. 
V0ted t0 choose twenty six Hog Reeves and 
Renj amin Melvin Jr. , George Dane, Jon a than 
·Smith, Rufus Melvin, William Badger, Luther 
.~ thbny, Samuel Fisher, Ephraim Andrews, 
+ra Frye, Henry Fletcher, Daniel Saunderson, 
~anson. Read, Joseph Willerby, William Goodwin, 
@wen Read, James Hoed, Asa Perrin, John Ray, 
J0hn Jewett, Jefferson Wheeler, Nathan 
:&~onard, Walter Wright, J"ohn-Campbell, Elisha 
K~tington, Leonard Cushing, and Weld Spaulding 
were chosen by nomination. 
V(l)ted to choose two- weighers of Hay and 
Jenathan c. Morrill and Phineas Wh,fting were 
¢~osen by nomination. 

APPENDIX C 
Warrant To Call Town Meeting 
Feb. 3d 1836 
To either o:r the Constables o:f the Town of Lowell, 
in the County of Middlesex Greeting 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, You are hereby directed to notify and 
warn the Inhabitants o:f the Town o:f Lowell, quali~ 
:fied to vote in town a:f:fairs, to meet at the Town 
Hall, in said Lowell, on Wednesday the third day 
of February next, at three o'clock in the after-
noen, to act on the following articles; viz:-
lst To choose a moderator 
2d At the reqaest of Luther Lawrence and others, 
To see if the town will appoint a committee 
to consider and report if any alterations or 
modi:fieation in the municipal regulations of 
said town are necessary, and i:f so the ex-
pediency of establishing a City Government, 
and petition the present General Court for 
a charter for that purpose, or aet thereon 
as the town shall see fit. 
5G. 
3d At the request of A. w. Buttrick, To see if 
e the town Will authorize a committee to make 
such abatements of the taxes, assessed in 
1S34, as they may deem necessary and proper, 
or in any manner act thereon. 
Hereof fail not and make due return of this 
Warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk at 
the time and place above mentioned. 
Given under 0ur hands at said Lowell, this twenty 
seventhday of danuary in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty six. 
Benjamin Walker) 
James Russell ) 
John Chase ) 
William N. Owen) 
Middlesex Ss Lowell January 27th 1836 
Selectmen 
of 
Lowell 
By virtue of this Warrant I have notified and 
warned the Inhabitants of said Town of Lowell, to meet 
at the time and place and for the purpose herein named, 
by posting up true and attested copies of this Warrant, 
at the several public Houses in said town, and have 
caused true and attested copies to be published in the 
f57 .. 
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Lowell ~ournal and Mercury and the Lowell Journal and 
B~lletin and the Lowell Patriot, three public News-
papers printed in said Town of Lowell. 
~oseph Parker Constable of Lowell 
Town Meeting 
Feb. 3d 1836 
At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the town of 
Lowell, holden at the Town Hall, on Wednesday the third 
day of February A. D. 1836, agreeably te the foregoing 
warrant, calling said meeting. The meeting was called 
to order by the Town Clerk, who read the Warrant, and 
the town voted as follows--
Article First - To choose a Moderator 
~oseph W. Mansur was unanimously chosen Moderator 
by ballot. 
Article Second - At the request of Luther Lawrence and 
ethers 
On motion of Joseph Locke Esq. voted that a committee 
of five be appointed by the Moderator, to nominate a 
cemmittee of twenty five, to the meeting, ·with in-
structions to consider if any alterations or modifi-
cation in the municipal regulations of said town are 
necessary and if so the expediency of establishing 
a City Government and petibioning the General Court 
for a charter for a City Government.and report thereon 
to the town at the next town meeting. 
The Moderator appointed Eliphalet Case, Peter H. 
Willard, Hamlin Davis, Artemas Yeung, and Benjamin 
Walker, a committee of five, to nominate a committee 
of twenty five for the purpose above specified who 
reported that the Committee consist of the following 
Gentlemen, viz: 
Erastus Douglas. 
Granville Parker 
Walter Willey 
Thomas Goodhue 
Isaac SWan 
Thomas Flint 
Richard Fowler 
Daniel H. Dean 
Henry I. Baxter 
I. M. Doe 
J'ohn Aiken 
~eorge Brownell 
Luther Lawrence, Chairman 
Eliphalet CaS'e 
J'ohn Nesmith 
Oliver M. Whipple 
William. Austin 
J'oseph w. Mansur 
Seth. Ames 
Joel Stone J'r. 
Amos Spaulding 
Hamlin Davis 
J0hn. R. Adams 
John Chase 
William Owen 
which was accepted by the ~own. 
59. 
On motion of John R. Adams, voted that this meeting 
de now adjourn to Wednesday the seventeenth Instant, 
at 3 O'Clock P. M. and it was adjourned accordingly. 
Attest Samuel A. Coburn Town Clerk 
Wednesday February 17th three O'clock P. M. 
The town met agreeably to adjQ.J1'1'nment, Joseph w. 
Mansur, in the Chair. 
The Committee chosen at the meeting.February 3d 1836 
of which this meeting is an adjournment, to consider 
if any alterations or modification in the municipal 
regulations of said town are necessary and if so, the 
expediancy of establishing a City Government, reported 
by their Chairman, Luther Lawrence, and the town voted 
to accept the same, which is in the following words, 
to wit-= 
t'Tb.e Committee, appointedtt to consider and report 
if any modifications or alterations in the municipal 
regulations of the town are necessary, if so, the 
expediancy of establishing a City Gevernment and of 
petitioning the Legislature at their present session, 
for a charter for that purpose, have had the same 
under consideration, and now ask leave to report. 
: 
\ 
Our New England Ancestors, among 
their ~irst Acts, a~ter their arrival in 
this Country, marked eut and divided such 
portions o~ their wilderness into towns, 
as they choose to improve and possess ~or 
their Government. ThQse laws were charac-
terized. very strmngly by the peculiar 
manners and. habits o~ the age, and were 
skill~ully ad.~pted to the resolute and 
sel~denying spirit o~ their authors. Many 
o~ these statutes are now in ~or.m with 
little or no alteration. Such were the 
spirits and principles o~ most o~ them, 
that they are suited to all men in every 
condition o~ li~e, who cherish a leve o~ 
civil and. religious liberty, and a determi-
nation to maintain and enjoy free and-equal 
rights. Much and most of what is now, er 
ever has been estimable in the New England 
manners and character, may be ascribed to 
the influence of our municipal Regulations. 
Religious worship, free Schools, the care 
of the Poor and the Highways, were the 
principal objects of early Legislation for 
towns. 
The ~irst has ceased to be under the 
care of towns. The others with the preser-
vation of the health of the people are now 
the great and engrossing objects, over which 
towns extend their care. The existing laws 
·. ·" are well adapted to the wants of towns e~ a 
small or moderate size,in point o~ numbers 
but have been found insufficient for the 
efficient regulation of those, that have a 
large population. 
Special Legislatien has been resorted. 
to in many instances for large Towns, but 
in most cases, when their numbers were net 
sufficient to entitle them to a City Gov't. 
The principal defects in the operation of 
the present system o:f laws as it res];>ects · 
large towns, and especially Lowell, is, the 
want o:f executive power, and the loose and 
irresponsible manner in which money for 
municipal purposes is granted and expended. 
6 --
'· 
It is believed to be impossible to pro-
vide a remedy for these defects in this 
town under the present system. Such a 
modification of the laws is necessary, 
that the power of granting and expending 
money and of executing the laws be so 
concentrated, that a direct and well de-
fined responsibility to the people may 
be imposed on those who have the adminis-
tration of the Police. 
Having thus expressed an opinion on 
the first proposition submitted, your 
committee now-proceed to consider the 
second to wit, the expediency of establish-
ing a city government. This last propo-
sition presents a grave question, that of 
changil[gthe frame and :rorm of our municipal 
government with which are identified much of 
our prosperity and happiness. In deciding 
this question, it is necessary to keep 
constantly before the mind, the number-of 
our inhabitants, their dissimilar habits, 
manners and pursuits, the rapid and pro-
gressive increase of our population, the 
variety of interest and the constant changes 
which are taking place. It is certain that 
some change is necessary in our present 
system to preserve health, and to live in 
peace and securit~. 8ueh a government as 
the well being and prosperity of the town 
require in the opinion of your committee 
cannot in any way be so easily attained, 
as in the establishment o:r a city gov't. 
The town may continue for a :rew years under 
the present system, but the time is near at 
hand, when there must be a change, and a 
city gov't, or something similar must be 
adopted. -
The dif:t'erence in the expense of the 
present system and a city gov't will neces-
sarily be :t'r0m one to two thousand dollars 
annuap.ly, and_,it may be less a:rter the new 
gov't is put in operatic:m, much however in 
62._ 
that respect must depend on the provisions 
in the charter o~ the new gov't and the 
administ!.'ation under it. The.eharter 
should, as much as possible, restrain and 
guard against extravagance and should grant 
to those entrusted with power no more 
patronage, than is absolutely necessary for 
the prompt and faithful execution of the 
laws. Finally your committee are of opinion, 
that it is expedient to establish a city 
gov't, and that the town petition the Legis-
lature now in session to grant a charter for 
that purpose. And they beg leave to report 
the resolves belew for that purpose. 
All which is submitted per order Luther Lawrence, 
0hairman 
Resolved, That it is expedient, tb:at the town of 
Lowell become a city, and that 
------------------
be a committee to draft a petition and present the 
same to the Legislature now in session to grant a 
charter to make said town a city and establish a 
eity government therein. 
Resolved, That -----------------
be a Committee to draft a Charter for the purpose 
aforesaid and present the same to said town as 
soon as may be, for their consideration and 
approval. 
0n motion of Luther Lawrence, voted, that the blank 
in the first resolution be filled with "The Selectmen 
0f Lowell". 
®n motion of Luther Lawrence, voted that the first 
======~==============================================~F=-=--== 
resolution as amended be ado~ted, which is in the 
~ell0wing words, viz: 
Res0lved, That it is ex~edient, that the Town of 
L0well become a city, and that the Selectmen of 
Lowell be a committee to draft a ~etition and 
~resent the same to the Legislature now in session 
to grant a charter to make said town a city and 
establish a city government therein. 
On motion of dOhn Mixer, voted, That the blank in 
the second resolution be ~illed with the committe 
already a~~ointed, to consider the expediency of 
petitioning the ~resent Legislature for a city 
charter and that ten be added to this committee 
by nomination ~rom the chair, who re~orted that 
Jose~h Locke, David Boynton, Ta~~an Wentworth, 
dOhn Mixer, Peter H. Willard, Benjamin Walker, 
Samuel A. Co burn, Thomas Ho~kinson, Benjamin 
Hutchinson, and Thomas B. Comins, be added, which 
was acce~ted by the town. 
On motion of Thomas Ho~kinson, voted, to adopt the 
second resolution as amended viz.-
Resolved, . That Luther Lawrence, E,li~halet Case, 
John Nesmith, Oliver M. Whi~~le, William Austin, 
Joseph w. Mansur, Seth Ames, Joel Stone jr., Amos 
-.,.. ..... . 
Spaulding, ~amlin Davis, ~ohn R. Adams, ~ohn Chase, 
William N. Owen, Erastus Douglass, Granville Parker, 
Walter Willey, Thomas P. Goodhue, Isaac SWan, Thomas 
Flint, Richard Fowler, Daniel H. Dean, Henry Baxter, 
d. M. Doe, dOhn Aiken, George Brownell, dOseph Locke, 
David Boynton, Tappan Wentworth, dOhn Mixer, Peter 
H. Willard, Benjamin Walker, Samuel A. Coburn, Thomas 
Hopkinson, Benjamin Hutchinson, and Thomas ;B. Comins 
be a committee to draft a charter for the purpose 
aforesaid and present the same to said town as soon 
as may be, for their consideration and approval. 
On motion of Tappan Wentworth, voted, That fifteen 
hundred copies of the proposed charter for a city 
government in the town of Lowell be printed, for the 
use of the inhabitants of said town, under the di-
rection of the committee aforesaid--
On motion of Luther Lawrence, voted, That when this 
meeting adjourn, it shall be adjourned to Saturday 
next at two o'clock Pa M.-
Saturday February 27, 1836 
T.he town met according to adjournment. doseph w. 
Mansur in the chair. 
The chairman or the comm.i ttee ehosep. to draf't a City 
Charter, informed the town that he was ready to 
report, and asked leave to lay the same on the table. 
On Motion of Tappan Wentworth voted that the proposed 
Charter be read and each section acted upon sepa-
rately. 
The Moderator read the report and each sectien having 
been separately acted upon, amended and adopted, upon 
motion of Luther Lawrence the report of the Committee as 
thus amended and adopted was accepted. 
On motion of Luther Lawrence, voted that Tappan Went-
worth, F. W. Mansur, J. Nesmith, s. Ames, and T. 
Hopkinson be a committee to see this report as 
accepted be rightly and truly engrossed. 
On motion uf Luther Lawrence, voted that T. Wentworth, 
T. Nesmith, I. W. Mansur, s. Ames, and T. Hopkinson 
be a committee to prepare a copy of the report, and 
furnish the delegation frem Lowell with a copy to be 
' presented to the Legislature•--
On motion of Luther Lawrence voted that the same 
committee be authorized to cause, two thousand copies 
to be printed and distributed as soon as possible. 
On motion of Luther Lawrence, voted to dissolve this 
meeting. 
Attest Samuel A. Coburn Town Clerk 
66. 
Warrant for Town Meeting to be held April 11, 1836 
To see if the town will vote to adopt an act of the 
Legislature of this Commonwealth passed April 1, 1836 .. 
Entitled an act to establish the City of Lowell 
Tovm Meeting 
At a legal meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Lowell holden at the Town Hall on Monday the 11th day of 
April A. D. 1836 agreeably to the warrant for said meeting 
the town voted to wit--
Article Third - To see if the town will accept-
An Act of the Legislature of this Commonwealth 
passed April 1, 1836. 
On motion of E. Case, voted to proceed to ballot 
on the City Charter by yea and nay by ballot. 
On motion of d. R. Robinson, voted, that the :polls 
on the question of acceptance of the City Charter 
be closed at 6 o'clock this P. M. 
The whole number of votes, being collected, sorted, 
counted and declaration thereof made by the Moderator, 
were as follows to wit--
Whole number twelve hundred eighty nine 1289 
Yeas - Nine hundred and sixty one 
Nays - Three hundred and twenty eight 
961 
328 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Lowell 
in the County of Middlesex Greeting 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, You are hereby required to notify and 
warn the inhabitants of the tovm of Lowell, quali-
fied to vote in tovnrr aftairs, to meet at the Town 
67. 
68. 
~. ~I 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Lowell 
in the County of Middlesex Greeting 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, You are hereby reQuired to notify and 
warn the inhabitants of the tovm of Lowell, quali-
fied to vote in tovm affairs, to meet at the Town 
Hall in said Lowell, on Thursday, the twenty first 
day of April Instant, at nine o'clock in the fore-
noon, then and there to give in their votes for one 
person to be Mayor, six persons to be Aldermen, 
twenty four persons to be members of the Common 
Council and six persons to be members of the School 
Committee for the City of Lowell. 
Hereof fail not and make due return of this 
warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk 
at the time and place above mentioned. 
Given under our hanas, at said Lowell, this 
fourteenth day of April in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty six. 
Benjamin Walker)' 
Wm.. Livingston ) 
James Russell 
John Chase 
lml. Owen 
Selectmen 
of 
Lowell 
68. 
Middlesex SS~ Lowell April 14th 1836 
Pursuant to this warrant, I have notified ana 
warned the inhabitants of said town of Lowell; to 
meet at the time and place, and for the purpose 
above named, by posting up true and attested copies 
of this warrant at the several public places, in 
said town of Lowell. I have also cause true and 
attested copies to be published in the Lowell Journal 
and Bulletin, in the Lowell Journal and Mercury, and 
in the Lowell Patriot~ three public Newspapers 
:printed in said town of Lowell. 
~oseph Parker Constable of Lmvell 
April 21, 1836 
At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the town or 
Lewell, holden at the Town Hall, on Thursday the 
twenty rirst or April A. D. 1836 agreeably to the 
roregoing warrant to give in their votes for one person 
to be Mayor, Six Persons to be Aldermen, Twenty four 
persons to be members or the Common Council, and six 
:persons to be members of the School Connnittee for the 
City of Lowell. The meeting was called to order by 
the Town Clerk, who read the warrant; the Chairman of 
the Selectmen, Benjamin Walker presiding,-
The whole number of votes, for one person to be Mayor, 
si!Z: persons to be Aldermen, twenty-four persons to be 
members of the Common Council and six persons to be 
members of the School Committee, were collected, sorted, 
counted and declared by the Chairman of the Selectmen, and 
were for the following persons, viz: 
whole number of votes eighteen hundred and forty five -
1845 
necessary to a choice nine hundred and twenty three -
92.3 
For Mayor 
Elisha Bartlett had nine hundred fifty eight 958 
Eliphalet Case had eight hundred sixty eight 868 
Oliver M. "Whipple had seventeen 
dOhn Dummer had Two 
For Aldermen and School Committee 
17 
2 
whole number of votes eighteen hundred thirty six 1836 
necessary to a choice nine hundred nineteen 919 
The whole number of votes for Common Councilmen was 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty two 
necessary to a choice Nine hundred and seventeen 
Consequently, 
Elisha Bartlett, was elected Mayor for the City of 
Lowell for the current year. 
1832 
917 
Willfuam Austin ) 
Benjamin Walker ) 
Oliver M. Whipple) 
Aaron Mansur 
Seth .Ames 
Alexander Wright 
Thomas Nesmith 
Thomas Ordway 
Samuel Garland 
George Brownell 
Cyril French 
Horace Howard 
William Wyman 
Erastus Douglass 
Henry J'. Baxter 
Weld Spaulding 
J'onathan Bowers 
Sidney Spaulding 
were elected a board or 
Aldermen for the eurrent 
year. 
J'ohn Clark 
J'ames Russell 
H. W. Hastings 
David Nourse 
Stephen Mansur 
J'ohn Mixer 
J'ohn A. Savels 
J'ames Cot>k 
J'osiah B. French 
J'onathan Tyler 
David Dana 
Tappan Wentworth 
were elected members of 
the Common Council for 
the City of Lowell for 
the current year and 
71. 
• 
Samuel Porter ) 
.Amos Blanchard ) 
J"acob Robbins ) 
J'ohn A.. Green 
J"ohn A.. Knowles ) 
Themas Hopkinson) 
were elected members of 
the School Committee 
for the City of Lowell, 
the current year. 
0n motion of J"ames Russell voted the meeting be now 
dissolved. 
Attest Samuel A. Coburn Town Clerk 
T0wn Records pp. 301-306, 316, 318, 321, 335, 336, 338, 
341-342. 
l 
.APPENDIX D 
Chap. 46S ·An Act making Local History and Government 
Required Subjects o~ Instruction;· in 
Public High Schools 
Be it enacted, ete., as rollows! 
Chapter 71 or the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 2, as amended by section 1 o~ 
chapter 246 of the acts of 1938, and inserting in 
place thereof the following:--Section 2. In all 
public elementary and high schools American history 
and civics, including the constitution or the United 
States, and in all public high schools the consti-
tution of the commonwealth and local history and 
government, shall ee taught as required subjects ror 
the purpose or promoting civic service and a·greater 
knowledge thereor, and or ritting the pupils, moral-
ly and intellectually, ror the duties or citizenship. 
Approved dune 28, 1949 
. . . . . . . 
Acts and Resolves passed by the General Court or Massa-
chusetts in the year 1949., Published by Edward J". Cronin, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, (Boston: Wright and Potter 
Printing Company, .1949). · · 
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